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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions
in How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A).
Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. if any item does
not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable.” For functions, architectural classification,
materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or
computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Washington Avenue Historic District (Fredericksburg, VA)

other names/site number VDHR (D No. 111-5262

2. Location

street & number 1200-1500 blocks of Washington Avenue, 620 Lewis Street not for publication N/A
city or town __Fredericksburg vicinity

state _VA county _ (Independent City) code 630

Zip code ___ 22401

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby cerify that this

X__ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth
in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _ X _meets _____ does not meet the National Register Criteria. |
recommend that this property be considered significant ___ nationally ___ statewide __ X locally. ( ___ See
continuation sheet for addjtional comments.)

m‘%& T et 25 2oy 2.
Signature of certifying official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
( ___ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau
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4. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register
____ See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the

National Register

___ See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
Nationai Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain}:

Signature of Keeper Date of Action

5. Classification

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
X__ private
X _ public-tocal
____ public-State
X __public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
___building(s)
_X_ district
___ site
___structure
____ object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

36 7 _ buildings
1 0 sites
0 0 structures
4 0_ objects
41 7 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register__ 1
[Kenmore, National Historic Landmark, 7/2/1975]

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) N/A
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: DOMESTIC Sub:

RECREATION & CULTURE
FUNERARY

FUNERARY

LANDSCAPE

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat; DOMESTIC Sub:

RECREATION & CULTURE
RECREATION & CULTURE
FUNERARY

FUNERARY

LANDSCAPE

Single dwelling

Monument/markers

Cemetery

Grave

Mall / Avenue

Single dwelling

Monument/markers

Museum: Historic House

Cemetery

Grave -

Mall / Avenue

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN: ltalianate: Queen Anne; Romanesque: Shingle Style

LATE 19™ and EARLY 20" CENTURY REVIVALS: Colonial Revival; Classical Revival, French Renaissance

LATE 19™ and EARLY 20" CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Bungalow/Craftsman

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)

Foundation Brick, concrete block, poured concrete, parged, stone
Roof Slate, ceramic tile, asphalt shingles, standing seam metal
Walls Brick, stucco, weatherboard. wood shingles, stone

other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
[See Continuation Sheets, Section 7]
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register

listing)
X A
B
X c
D

Property is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in
our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high arfistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

A

b
o O @

m

— X F

G

owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object or structure.

a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Community Planning and Development

Architecture

Social History

Military

Art

Period of Significance circa 1775 ~ 1851

Significant Dates

circa 1775-1796; 1826-1833; 1859; 1862-1864; 1878-1894; 1890-1920; 1906; 1929

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
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Cultural Affiliation N/A

Architect/Builder Philip Nathanjel Stern (1878-1960), Architect
E.J. “Peck” Heflin, Architect and Builder
Frank P. Stearns,_ Architect and Builder
Edward Virginius Valentine, Sculptor
John Crawford and Son, Buffalo, NY {(William Crawford, sculptor)

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
[See continuation sheets, Section 8]

9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
[See continuation sheets, Section 9]

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

__ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested.

- previously listed in the National Register

—__ previously determined eligible by the National Register

____designated a National Historic Landmark

_. recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

___recorded by Histeric American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data

_X_ State Historic Preservation Office

__ Other State agency

____ Federal agency

____Local government

___University

_X_Other

Name of repository: VA Department of Historic Resources: Library of Virginia; Central Rappahannock Regional
Library, Virginiana Room; Historic Fredericksburg Foundation, Inc.; George Washington's Fredericksburg Foundation
(Kenmore),

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property__approximately 18 acres

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

A 18 284380 4242510 B 18 284420 4242420
C 18 284320 4242330 D 18 284240 4242320
E 18 284160 4242340 F 18 284000 4242700
G 18 284120 4242750 H 18 284210 4242680
| 18 284320 4242480

____See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
[See continuation sheets, Section 10]
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11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Edna Johnston & Kathryn Gettings Smith

organization History Matters date ___August 9, 2001
street & number 1722A Wisconsin Avenue, NW  Suite 21 telephone_ 202-333-8593
city or town__Washington state_ DC  zip code _20007-2300

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets [Sections 7, 8, 9, 10, Photo List)
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name_____ Multiple Owners [See continuation sheets, “Property Owners List”]
street & number telephone

city or town state Zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of
Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend
existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the Nationat Historic
Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response
inciuding the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.
Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services
Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washingten, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and
Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

The Washington Avenue Histeric District encompasses 48 residential and commemorative buildings, sites and objects
that stand on Washington Avenue in the City of Fredericksburg, Virginia. Thirty-six (36) domestic buildings, four (4)
commemorative objects, and one (1) cemetery site contribute to the architectural and historical significance of the
district. Only seven (7) domestic resources, mainly recent sheds and garages, fail to contribute to the district. The
historic district focuses on a four-block long segment of Washington Avenue where the roadway widens to a width of
150 feet. Lined by mature trees on either side, the avenue encompasses a series of grassy medians defined by
parallel roadways on either side. The substantial, high-style residences that line both the east and the west sides of
the avenue reflect the various domestic styles that were popular at the turn of the 20" century. They include houses
designed in the Italianate, Queen Anne, Shingle, Colonial Revival, and Craftsman styles. The district also incorporates
Kenmore, a historic house museum, and four monuments that commemorate various aspects of Fredericksburg's
Revoluticnary War era history.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Setting and Landscape

Located immediately west of the Fredericksburg National Register Historic District, the Washington Avenue Historic
District occupies a narrow ridge that runs north to south and west of the original 1728 town site of Fredericksburg. The
avenue extends approximately 1500 feet between Lewis Street on the south and Mary Ball Street on the north, where it
descends slightly. Its 150-foot width incorporates a formal avenue designed with circular and oblong medians that
divide the thoroughfare into two parallel roadways. Mature street trees line the outer edges of the roadway. Concrete
sidewalks and granite curbing line the edges of the avenue. Randomly placed trees ornament the central grassy
areas, and perimeter fencing that consists of square bollards connected by swaged chains encircle the medians.

A series of streets intersect Washington Avenue on its east and west sides. On the east, these roadways are
extensions of Fredericksburg’s original street system. On the west, four new streets were laid out when the residential
district was originally subdivided in 1890. These four streets--Hitchcack, Pierson, Russell, and Cornell'--were named
for early investors in the Fredericksburg Development Company (FDC), the company that originally developed this
land.

The residences on the west side of the street are situated on wider lots than those on the east side. The houses tend
to be larger, and the building setbacks greater. Setbacks in the district range from as little as seven feet to as much as
25 feet. The lots are uniformly level, with the exception of the rearmost portions of those lots lining the west side of the
avenue.

The landscape throughout the district is characterized by mature shade and ornamental trees, grassy lawns, and small
bushes and other plantings that adorn the walks and foundation levels of the houses. Occasional ornamental trees
interrupt the grassy medians.

Residential Architecture

Kenmore, a 1770s Georgian style brick mansion, stands at the southern end of the Washington Avenue Historic
District. Although, not part of the late-19"-century development of the residential district along Washington Avenue,
Kenmore contributes to the understanding of the historic development of the district. This exemplary Georgian-style
mansion once stood at the edge of a 1000-acre-plus plantation, from which the blocks and lots of Washington Avenue
were divided. It was home to Mary Washington’s daughter, Betty Washington Lewis. Mary Washington frequently
visited the house and reportedly strolied the grounds surrounding the mansion. She chose to be buried on the
property, prompting the establishment of a monument at her gravesite. The desire to create a ceremonial approach to
this shrine later helped to fuel the establishment of Washington Avenue.

The Washington Avenue Historic District displays an array of the most popular domestic architectural styles from the
turn of the 20" century. The houses range in style from an Italianate-influenced Victorian residence to a formal brick
Colonial Revival building. The high quality of craftsmanship throughout the district and the medium to high level of
ornamentation reflects the social and economic status of the individuals who built and lived in these dwellings.
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The predominant building material in the district is wood, but stuccoed, stone, and brick examples also exist. A variety
of exterior finishes adorn the houses including ornate Queen Anne style shingles, narrow wood weatherboard, stucco,
and Flemish-bond brick cladding.

The predominant window type in the district is the double-hung sash window, however, there are also numerous
examples of casement and awning type windows. Multiple small lights are the norm in the upper sash of these
windows. Also common are diamond paned and other decorative glass configurations ranging from Queen Anne
styles to Craftsman arrangements. Palladian-style windows appear as decorative elements on at least four houses in
the district (see 1411, 1500, 1302, and 1407 Washington Avenue; VDHR nos. 111-5262-0017, 111-5262-0014, 111-
5262-0007, and 111-5262-0019).

Porches are dominant features on most of the houses along Washington Avenue. They range from restrained porticos
that mark the main entrance (see 111-5262-0007, 1302 Washington Avenue) to elaborately ornamented wraparound
verandas (see 111-5262-0017, 1411 Washington Avenue). A majority of the porches employ ciassical style supports,
including Tuscan and lonic order columns. In addition, a few examples utilize turned Victorian or square wood posts.
Only the Shepherd House at 1304 Washington Avenue (111-5262-0008) and the Mary Washington Monument
Caretaker's Lodge (111-5262-0014) employ masonry porch supports.

During the period that these houses were built, the Queen Anne style began to be adapted to a new style growing in
popularity; the Colonial Revival style. Following the 1876 Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia, a burgeoning interest
in America’s Colonial past sparked the development of a new national style that derived its form and detailing from
Georgian, Federal and vernacular colonial examples. On Washington Avenue, the growing popularity of the Colonial
Revival can be seen in the use of classical elements on Victorian house forms, as at the Peden House at 1411
Washington Avenue (111-5262-0017). Later, a more formal, academic form of the Colonial Revival developed. This
new, more formal style is illustrated in the Shepherd House at 1304 Washington Avenue (111-5262-0008).

A common feature of many of the larger houses on the avenue is service entrances, and incorporated living space for
servants. Service entrances were commonly located at the rear or side of the residences. Day servants would enter
and exit through these secondary entrances, whiie live-in help often occupied attic rooms incorporated for that
purpose. In 1910, census figures show that there were at least nine servants living on Washington Avenue in seven
separate households.

Outbuildings at the rear of the lots were once common to properties on Washington Avenue. Early on, many of these
included stables, chicken houses, and privies. Today, none of these remain. However, a handful of early garages
survive. They represent some early examples of this huilding type in Fredericksburg (see 1200 Washington Avenue,
111-5262-0002; and 1405 Washington Avenue, 111-5262-0020).

Commemorative Works (Monuments & Memorials)

Four commemorative works adorn the Washington Avenue Historic District. Erected between 1893 and 1932, these
memorials reflect Fredericksburg's Colonial heritage. Well-known, professional artisans designed two of the
monuments. Wiliiam Crawford of the John Crawford and Son firm of Buffalo, New York, designed the Mary
Washington Monument, and Edward V. Valentine, a noted Richmond, Virginia, sculptor, created the statue of Hugh
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Mercer that was erected on Washington Avenue in 1806. The designers of the remaining two memorials, the
Jefferson Religious Freedom Monument and the George Rogers Clark Memorial, have not yet been identified.

The main construction material on all four monuments is stone, however, the Mercer Monument incorporates a larger-
than-life-size bronze figure as well. Each of these memorial works is sited to take advantage of site lines and
topography. The Mary Washington Monument stands atop a natural rise. The grounds surrounding it have been
landscaped and a brick retaining wall and entrance stair frame the composition. The Mercer Monument occupies a
formal, designed setting as well. The Religious Freedom Monument and the Clark Memorial, although more simply
sited, stand in prominent locations.

Architects, Builders and Scuiptors

Many Washington Avenue residences were professionally designed by either trained architects or skilled builders.
Three prominent Fredericksburg professionals were active in designing and building many of the houses in the district.
These were Philip Nathaniel Stern, a formally trained architect with a statewide reputation; Frank Stearns, a local
builder and contractor; and Elmer G. “Peck” Heflin, a carpenter, contractor and designer who completed many small
and large commissions in Fredericksburg.

Born in 1878 in Bangor, Maine and trained in architecture at the Technical University in Karlsruhe, Germany, Philip N.
Stern (1878-1960) came to Fredericksburg prior to 1909 and opened an architecture practice. He executed many
prestigious commissions in town, including several school-related buildings, commercial structures, and prominent
residences. As a founding member of the Virginia chapter of the American Institute of Architects (AlA) and its
president between 1931-1933, Stern was a prominent figure in professional architecture community. Between 1933
and 1934, he served as the District Officer for the Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) in Virginia. His interest
in historic buildings led to his work on the renovation of several historic Virginia homes, including Kenmore in
Fredericksburg, and Sabine Hall in Richmond County, Virginia. Stern is known to have designed two residences on
Washington Avenue, one for J. Conway Chichester at 1307 Washington Avenue (1909), and the other at 1304
Washington Avenue (1910-1911) for his in-taws, George W. Shepherd, Jr. and Sally Smith Shepherd.

The work of a prominent American sculptor, Edward Virginius Valentine (1838-1930), alsc appears on Washington
Avenue. In 1904, Valentine designed the bronze statue of General Hugh Mercer that now stands at the center of the
Washington Avenue Mall. Born to a prominent Richmond family, Valentine trained locally, and in Europe in the ateliers
of Thomas Couture and August Kiss. In 1865, at the end of the American Civil War, Valentine returned to Richmond
and established his own sculpture studio. With the assistance of his family, he attained permission to sculpt busts of
many famous Virginians and southerners. He executed the last life bust of General Robert E. Lee, as well as the
sculpture that adorned the general's funeral sarcophagus. Known as Recumbent Lee, the sarcophagus sculpture
solidified Valentine's reputation as a significant southern artist. During his career, he completed many prestigious
commissions, including the Mercer Monument and the statue of Jefferson Davis that was erected on Monument
Avenue in Richmond, Virginia in 1907.
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Condition of Buildings and Monuments

The buildings that line Washington Avenue, in large part, retain their historic integrity. Although minor changes have
been made to the houses over the decades, they remain remarkably intact. The overall architectural assemblage has
also been preserved. Thus, the district appears much as it did in the 1920s, with few late-20"-century intrusions.
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INVENTORY OF BLJLLDIN(ﬁ2 (NC = Non-contributing)

Domestic Architecture

LEWIS STREET

House, 620 Lewis Street 1928
Curtis, Emmett M. and Grace M. House

Garage circa1928

VDHR [.D. Number: 111-5262-0001

This 2-story, stuccoed frame house stands at the south end of the Washington Avenue Mall and features a rectangular
plan and a gable-on-hip roof. The house is simply detailed with plain wood trim, a distinctive pagoda-shaped front
portico, and eyebrow dormers. It exhibits characteristics of the Colonial Revival style, including the formal arrangement
of the fagade and the emphasis on the central entrance. A 1-story, stuccoed frame garage with an asphalt shingled
hipped roof stands at the rear of the lot.

Local builder Frank Stearns built this house for Emmett M. and Grace M. Curtis in 1828. Emmett Curtis was a clothier
who founded the E.M. Curtis Department Store in Fredericksburg.

WASHINGTON AVENUE

House, 1200 Washington Avenue 1916-1917
Moon, Victor M. House
Garage 1916-1917

VDHR I.D. Number: 111-5262-0002

Built between 1916-1917 on lot number 7 of the Fredericksburg Development Company’s 1891 subdivision, the house
at 1200 Washington Avenue features distinct Craftsman styling. The house is two stories in height, clad in red brick,
and crowned by a green ceramic tile hipped roof. It is characterized by wide eaves with scroll-sawn exposed rafter
tails, ganged facade windows, and a Craftsman-style door hood that shades the off-center entrance. The frontdoor is
flanked by multi-light sidelights and topped by a multi-light transom. An open terrace fronts the building.

The house was designed by Fredericksburg architect, Philip N. Stern and buiit by local contractor E.G. “Peck” Heflin for
Victor M. Moon, a traveling salesman. Subsequent owners included Cecil L. and Caroline Gibson Reid. Cecil Reid, an
engineer who moved to Fredericksburg in 1906, designed and oversaw construction of the Embrey Dam on the
Rappahannock River that was completed in 1902. Reid was also active in local politics. He served for nine years on
the Fredericksburg City Council, and also served on the City Planning Commission. The Reids occupied the house
between 1928 and 1971.

The propenty includes a 1-story brick garage that stands to the rear of the dwelling.
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1201-1201 1/2 Washington Avenue circa 1775
Kenmore

Reconstructed kitchen 1929-1930
Reconstructed office 1929-1930

Museum-Visitor Center 1870 NC

VDHR 1.D. Number: 111-0047 (111-5262-0030)

Built in the 1770s, this National Historic Landmark, is an exceptional example of a Colonial-period Georgian house.
The imposing, 2-story brick mansion contains some of the finest 18"-century plasterwork ceilings and chimneypieces
in the country. The house and two reconstructed outbuildings stand on an entire city block at the southern end of the
Washington Avenue Historic District. The house was constructed by Fielding Lewis for his second wife, Betty
Washington, who was a sister of U.S. President George Washington. The Lewises occupied the house until the end
of the 18" century. The Gordon family, who purchased the house and surrounding farm in 1819, renamed the house
"Kenmore” during their occupancy. The property, which is now surrounded by a Colonial Revival-style brick wall, once
encompassed over 800 acres adjacent to the City of Fredericksburg. The Washington Avenue Historic District stands
on land once included in this vast plantation.

The house is also associated with the early historic preservation movement in Virginia. In 1922, it was saved from
probable demolition by the locally formed Kenmore Association (now renamed the George Washington's
Fredericksburg Foundation). The association restored and opened the property to the public as a historic house
museum. In 1970, Kenmore was designated a National Historic Landmark (National Register Number: 69000325).

The property now includes two reconstructed outbuildings--a kitchen and an office (both buiit in 1929-1930)--and a
modern museum and visitor center built in 1970 (non-contributing buildings). The museum does not contribute to the
historic district.

House, 1204 Washington Avenue 1903
Boulware, J. McCalla House
Garage circa 1930

VDHR 1.D. Number: 111-5262-0003

Located at the northwest corner of Washington Avenue and Cornell Street, this 2.5-story Queen Anne style frame
house features a steeply pitched hipped roof, projecting 2.5-story pedimented bays, and a wraparound porch. An
excellent example of the Queen Anne style which dominated domestic architecture during the last decades of the 19"
century, the house remains in very good condition and retains many original details. These details include turned
porch balusters, ornate spindlework bargeboards, and a bracketed cornice. A 1-story concrete garage that is
accessed from Cornell Street occupies the rear of the property. The structure is set into the sloping grade behind the
house.

The house was buiit in 1903 for J. McCalla Boulware, the owner of a local feed and grain dealership.
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House, 1206 Washington Avenue 1905-1906
Cartwright, E.J. House
VDHR L.D. Number: 111-5262-0004

This 2.5-story stone, Chateauesque-style Victorian house stands as one of the most imposing residences on
Washington Avenue. The house features square-cut, irregularly coursed stone walls, an angled square corner tower,
a steeply pitched hipped roof, and several conical-roof dormers. A stone and frame porch extends across the front of
the building, and a semi-circular stone bay extends off the north side. The roof is covered in slate shingles and is
accentuated by decorative iron crestings and finials.

Local builder, E.G. “Peck” Heflin built the house in 1805-1906 for E.J. Cartwright. Cartwright was a prominent
businessman and a partner in Cartwright and Davis, a stone quarrying business. Cartwright and his partner J.H. Davis
purchased the Battlefield Granite Company around 1900, and managed it until 1919. The business quarried what
became known as “Battiefieid Granite” from a quarry that was located several miles up the Rappahannock River. From
there it was transported to their stonecutting yard closer to town via the old Fredericksburg Navigation Company canal.
Battlefield Granite was used for street paving in the city, for several monuments and mausoleums in the region, and
for E.J. Cartwright's house on Washington Avenue.?

Cartwright and Davis experienced financial problems around 1907, and the quarry was temporarily closed. That year,
less than two years after the completion of his stone house, E.J. Cartwright sold 1206 Washington Avenue to Augusta
Bode. Bode owned and occupied the house until 1942 when she deeded it to her daughter, Freda Bode Turner, who
in turn ordered it sold upon her death in 1974.

House, 1208 Washington Avenue 1896-1897
Somerville, Samuet W. House
Shed circa 1970 NC

VDHR 1.D. Number: 111-5262-0005

Built in 1896-1897 for Samuel W. Somerville, this 2-story frame house was originally clad in wood siding. The building
was remodeled in the 1920s, but was originally a Queen Anne-style residence. During the remodeling, the exterior
was reclad in stucco and the porch redesigned as a loggia. Despite these changes, the house still retains its original
asymmetrical form, projecting, three-sided bays, and 2-over-2 wood windows,

The house’s original owner, Samuel W. Somerville, came to Fredericksburg from Culpeper County, Virginia, in 1896.
He served as superintendent of Fredericksburg College, as president of the Fredericksburg Spoke Works, and as a
member of the Fredericksburg City Council. Located just a few blocks away on Prince Edward Street, Fredericksburg
College began as the collegiate department of the Presbyterian Assembly's Home and School, founded in 1893. The
college closed in 1814. Subsequent owners of the house include Robert L. Biscoe, a real estate agent, and Frederick
W. Feuerherd who owned a confectionary shop in Fredericksburg.
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House, 1300 Washington Avenue 1904
Tompkins, Dr. J. Edward and Mary House
Garage circa 1919

VDHR I.D. Number: 111-5262-0006

Located on a corner, the 2.5-story frame house at 1300 Washington Avenue is a good example of a Queen Anne
style-residence modified by Shingle Style influences. The building has been reclad with vinyl siding, however the
shingle-clad band between the first and second stories, the curved corner bay, and gambrel roof relate to Shingle Style
stylistic devices. A 1-story frame garage stands at the rear of the property behind the house.

Local builder Frank Stearns built this residence in 1904 for Dr. James Edward Tompkins and his wife Mary E. Porter
Tompkins. Mary Tompkins was a milliner who owned a hat shop in Fredericksburg for many years.

House, 1301 Washington Avenue 1890
VDHR I.D. Number: 111-5262-0028

Located at the corner of Fauquier Street and Washington Avenue, 1301 Washington Avenue is representative of the
numerous, modest Queen Anne-style residences built in Fredericksburg at the turn of the 20" century. The house is
two stories tall and features a T-shaped footprint, a side gable roof, and a full width front porch. An off-center front
facing pediment that is adorned with decorative Victorian spindlework faces the street. Fishscale shingles clad the
gables and turned wood posts and a delicate spindlework frieze highlight the porch.

Both this house and its neighbor at 1303 Washington Avenue were built by W.T. Mills. Completed around 1890, this is
one of the oldest houses in the Washington Avenue Historic District. Pattie A. Closs occupied the house between
1899, when she purchased it for $925, and 1908, when she sold it to Joseph H. Davis.

House, 1302 Washington Avenue 1907-1908
Boulware, D. Jackson House
VDHR I.D. Number: 111-5262-0007

This is a 2-story, frame, front gable residence built in the Colonial Revival style. The house features a pediment front
gable, a simple Federal Revival-style portico, an off-center entrance, and a Pailadian-style window in the front gable.

in 1907-1908, D. Jackson Boulware, partner with father J. McCalla Boulware in the Boulware & Son grain and feed
business, built this house as his residence.

House, 1303 Washington Avenue 1896
Shed 1960s NC
VDHR I.D. Number: 111-5262-0027

Builtin 1896, this 2-story frame Victorian house reflects elements of the ltalianate style. The residence features a low-
pitched hipped roof, wide-bracketed eaves, and a paneled fascia board. The full-width front porch contains square
posts and scroll-sawn brackets.
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Both this house and its neighbor at 1301 Washington Avenue were built by W.T. Mills in the 1890s.

House, 1304 Washington Avenue 1910-1911
Shepherd, George W., Jr. and Sally Smith House
VDHR [.B. Number: 111-5262-0008

The 2.5-story brick-clad Shepherd Residence represents the growing popuiarity of the Colonial Revival style in the
early decades of the 20" century. The house was the first formal Colonial Revival residence built on Washington
Avenue. lts formal symmetrical fagade, careful reproductions of Colonial and Federal details, and Flemish-bond brick
cladding express this fashionable new style. The house is composed of a 2.5-story rectangular block fronted by a 3-
bay porch that is supported on Tuscan-style stone columns. The building features wide eaves adorned by wood
modillion biocks. Each fagade window incorporates a limestone sill and keystone lintel. The front entrance is adorned
by a leaded-giass transom and sidelights.

George W. Shepherd, Jr. and his wife Sally Smith Shepherd erected this imposing residence in 1910-1911. The
house was designed by noted Virginia architect, Philip N. Stern. At the time of completion, the house was valued at
$9000, an impressive sum at the time. Shepherd, Jr. was the eldest son of a prominent Fredericksburg businessman
and civic leader. Shepherd, Jr. founded the Commercial State Bank in 1911. He served as its president until 1949
when he retired. The Shepherds lived at 1304 Washington Avenue until George Shepherd's death in 1963.

House, 1305 Washington Avenue 1906
Edrington, Charles W. House
VDHR LD. Number: 111-5262-0026

This 1906 2.5-story frame residence exhibits typical features of the Queen Anne style overiaid with Colonial Revival
details. The house features a 2-story, 3-sided projecting bay capped by a pedimented gable, tripartite windows, and
fishscale shingles in the front gable. A sizable pedimented dormer accents the roofiine, while the 3-bay, 1-story porch
features attenuated Tuscan-style columns.

The house was built by prolific local builder, Elmer G. “Peck” Heflin in 1908. Heflin sold the property to Charles W.
Edrington just two years later in 1908. Edrington, a Confederate veteran, served for 30 years as Fredericksburg City
Sergeant. The Reynolds family, formerly of Spotsylvania County, bought the Edrington House in 1925 and various
members of the family occupied the house for the next 70 years.

House, 1306 Washington Avenue 1898
Blake, William N. and Virginia Scaggs House
Shed 19505 NC

VDHR I.D. Number: 111-5262-0009

This 2.5-story frame residence is a good example of the Queen Anne style. The house features a complex
intersecting-gable roof, a projecting front bay, and a full-width front porch. The house is sparingly detailed with simple
wood trim, Tuscan-style porch columns, and a molded cornice.
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William N. and Virginia Scaggs Blake purchased this lot and built their residence here in 1897-1898. Between 1802
and 1927, when William Blake died, he worked as a traveling salesman for the Baker & Wallace dry goods company.
Blake also served as a deacon in the Fredericksburg Baptist Church. Virginia Scaggs Blake worked as a librarian at
the local high school for many years. After her death in 1941, the property transferred to their son, Edward F. Blake,
who sold it to the Jenkins family in 1948.

House, 1307 Washington Avenue 1904
Chichester, John Conway and Edmonia Fitzhugh House
Garage 1930s

VDHR 1.D. Number: 111-5262-0025

This 2.5-story frame house is one of only a few exampies of Craftsman-style residential architecture in the Washington
Avenue Historic District. Designed by noted Virginia architect Philip N. Stern, the house displays a, Craftsman-style
front porch superimposed atop a formal symmetrical fagade.’ Some of the distinguishing features of the house are its
low-pitched hipped roof and hipped dormer, the multi-light Craftsman-style sash, the cutout porch balusters, and the
blocky brackets in the porch eaves.

The first owner of the house, John Conway Chichester, served for many years as Fredericksburg’s City Sergeant. He
was a member of a prominent Virginia family. J. Conway purchased the local Fredericksburg Star newspaper in 1900.
Chichester willed the house to his wife, Edmonia Fitzhugh Chichester, who was also a weil-known Fredericksburg
resident. The groperty remained in the Chichester family for nearly 80 years. It was sold to Richard and Cheryl P.
Hazel in 1989.

House, 1309 Washington Avenue 1906
Goldsmith/Stearns House
Garage circa 1919 (altered) NC

VDHR |.D. Number: 111-5262-0024

This 2-story frame house displays typical features of the Queen Anne style, including its asymmetrical design, the
shingie-clad projecting front pediment, and bracketed cornice. Although generally Queen Anne in style, the house is
restrained by identifiable Classical details, including the fanlight above the main entrance and the lunette window in the
front pediment. The house is clad in wood weatherboard with shingled detailing and covered by an asphatt shingle
hipped roof.

E.D. Cole, a local real estate developer, built this 2-story Queen Anne-style residence in 1906 as a speculative
venture. He sold it the same year to a local clothing storeowner, Joseph “Jake" Goldsmith. Between 1920 and 1927,
Franklin and Florence Dickinson Stearns occupied the house. Florence Dickinson Stearns was a noted Virginia poet,
public speaker, and literary critic of the early 20" century. Educated at Columbia University, Stearns wrote verse that
appeared in many literary and popular journals. She also published several volumes of poems, including a collection
titted Strange Dimension in 1938. The Stearns lived in Fredericksburg between 1909 and 1927. After her husband's
death in 1927, Florence Stearns moved to New York City.
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House, 1311 Washington Avenue 1904
Rowe, A.P. House
VDHR 1.D. Number: 111-5262-0023

Sited at the corner of Washington Avenue and Hawke Street, this imposing residence exemplifies the Queen Anne
style in residential architecture. The house is two stories tall with a complex roof structure of varying ridge heights and
forms. A 1-story wraparound porch extends across the corner of the house, and a series of rectangular and 3-sided
bays project from the north and west elevations. The cornice is elaborated with carved modillion blocks. The house
also exhibits Classical architectural elements that became popular in the early years of the 20" century. The house
retains much of its original detailing, however, it has been reclad with aluminum siding.

The original architectural drawings for this house still exist. They indicate that the house was designed by Eimer G.
Heflin, a local architect and contractor, for Absalom P. Rowe, Jr. Rowe was the eldest son of Fredericksburg's mayor
between 1888 and 1900. He served as the city’s tax collector for over 15 years, and was active in the town’s civic life
and business community. Rowe owned the local Free Lance-Star Publishing Company from 1892 until the time of his
death in 1925. He was an officer in the local Masonic lodge, a member of a local Confederate Veterans group, an
officer in the newly formed local telephone company in 1897, and an investor in the Fredericksburg Development
Company.

House, 1400 Washington Avenue 1923
Rawlings, J.B. and Alice House
VDHR I.D. Number: 111-5262-0010

Erected in 1925 at the corner of Washington Avenue and Pierson Street, this imposing brick residence is an excellent
example of Colonial Revival-style domestic architecture. The house features a side gable, slate shingled roof, a
symmetrically arranged fagade, and a classically inspired portico and roof dormers. The brick walls are laid in Flemish
bond, and a 1-story frame sunroom extends off the south gable end of the building.

Fredericksburg builder, Frank P. Stearns, designed and built the house for James B. Rawlings in 1923. J.B. Rawlings
ran a hardware business in Fredericksburg. in 1914, he married Alice G. Cole, daughter of prominent Fredericksburg
businessman Colonel Edward Dorsey Cole. Edward Cole was active in local real estate development and owned the
E.D. Cole and Lumber Company. He and his family lived in the house at 1408 Washington Avenue, which he built
around 1897. The Rawlings House was one of the last to be built on the avenue.

House, 1401 Washington Avenue 1908
Swift, Granville R. and Lillian R. House
Garage 1950s NC

VDHR 1.D. Number: 111-5262-0022

This is a 2-story frame residence was designed in the Queen Anne style with an overlay of Colonial Revival elements.
The house features a high-hipped roof, front and side pediments, and a curved-corner wraparound porch. The porch
displays classical lonic columns and a dentiled cornice. The house is sited at the northeast corner of Washington
Avenue and Hawke Street.
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Granville R. and Lillian R. Swift purchased this property in 1908, and erected their residence there the same year.
Granville Swift, an attorney by training, ran a local law office in Fredericksburg. Later he served as the City of
Fredericksburg’s Commonwealth’s Attorney and as a local representative in the Virginia House of Delegates. He was
also involved in local real estate development, in partnership with his neighbor Colonel Edward D. Cole (see 1408
Washington Avenue). The Swifts occupied 1401 Washington Avenue until 1942, when they sold it to Dalia L. Ruff.

House, 1403 Washington Avenue 1906
Saunders, Susan B. House
Shed 1970s NC

VDHR I.D. Number: 111-5262-0021

Built in 1908, this modest Queen Anne-style dwelling was built for Susan B. Saunders. The house is 2.5-stories tall
with a front gable roof and a full-width half-hipped roof front porch. The house is detailed with decorative shingles in
the pediments, dentiled cornices, and diamond-paned windows. A small box-bay extends off the north wall of the
house.

Susan B. Saunders’ husband was Alexander P. Saunders, the first president of Fredericksburg College.

House, 1404 Washington Avenue 1896
Bell, William Allen and Ida Tansill House
VDHR I.D. Number: 111-5262-0011

This 2-story Queen Anne-style house incorporates a 2.5-story square corner tower and a full-width front porch. The
house is sparsely detailed with the majority of the adornments focused on the bargeboard inthe front gable. The main
entrance appears at the base of the corner tower.

W.A, Bell, co-founder of the W.A. Bell & Brother Furniture in Fredericksburg, built the house as his residence in 1896.

House, 1405 Washington Avenue 1896
Lacy, J. Horace House
Garage circa 1920

VDHR 1.D. Number: 111-5262-0020

Built in 1896, this 2.5-story, frame, cross-gable roof house is a good example of the Queen Anne style in domestic
architecture. The house features a deep wraparound porch, shingle-clad gables ends, and an off-center entrance
topped by a decorative glass transom.

Mrs. J. Horace Lacy and her daughter Sally Lacy were the first occupants of the house. In 1913, Mary Eckenrode
purchased the house and moved her family there. One of her sons, Dr. Hamilton James Eckenrode, Jr. was a noted
author and historian. He was appointed Historian for the State of Virginia, and in that capacity, played a pivotal role in
establishing the State Highway Historical Markers Program in 1927,



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
{8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section __ 7 Page _ 14 Washington Avenue Historic District
Fredericksburg, Virginia

House, 1406 Washington Avenue 1898
Brannon, Cole Sarah and William L House
VDHR 1.D. Number: 111-5262-0012

This elaborately detailed Queen Anne-style residence features a 2-story, projecting three-sided bay at the front and a
1-story wraparound porch. The house is two stories tall and covered by a hipped roof. 1t is ornamented with bracketed
eaves, a spindlework porch frieze, and turned wood porch posts. The off-center entrance is topped by a glass
transom.

Reputedly built by local contractor Frank Stearns, this detailed Queen Anne styte house was home to Sarah Cole.
Cole’s parents lived next door at 1408 Washington Avenue. Sarah Cole married William Leon Brannan in 1895.
Brannan was in the grocery business and later, around 1910, opened a successful bakery called the Brannan Baking
Company.

House, 1407 Washington Avenue 1908
Williams, Reverend R. Aubrey House
VDHR 1.D. Number: 111-5262-0019

This is a 2-story, frame, early Colonial Revival-style residence with a standing seam-metal, hipped roof and a full-width
front porch. The house features modified lonic porch columns, a Palladian window above the centered main entrance,
and a large pedimented dormer with a tripartite window.

Colonel Edward D. Cole built this house in 1908 as a speculative venture. He sold it the same year to Reverend R.
Aubrey Williams, who was the minister of the Fredericksburg Baptist Church between 1904 and 1916. Subsequent
owners included Richard Moncure, a Collector of Revenue for Fredericksburg between 1916 and 1927, and Mrs. John
l.ee Pratt who owned the house until her death in 1847.

House, 1408 Washington Avenue circa 1897
Cole, Edward Dorsey House
Garage circa1920

VDHR 1.D. Number: 111-5262-0013

The house at 1408 Washington Avenue is an imposing example of the Queen Anne style in residential architecture.
Erected circa 1897, the house was later altered to present a more restrained classical style. Simple Tuscan-style
columns, and a plain matchstick balustrade reptaced the original turned wood porch posts and decorative woodwork.
However, many original Queen Anne-style features remain visible, including the distinctive multi-light colored-glass
windows in the front pediment, and the texture created by the various shingle patterns in the front gable. The
prominent bracket cornice and expansive wraparound porch are all elements retained from the Queen Anne style. A
1-story, frame, hipped roof garage built between 1919 and 1927 stands behind the main house.

Edward Dorsey Cole, a Confederate veteran and prominent Fredericksburg businessman and community leader, built
this house as his residence around 1897. Born in Prince William County Virginia, Cole entered the mercantile
business with his brother-in-law R.G. Swift in the 1880s. Cole served for over 25 years on the Fredericksburg City
Council, and acted as president of that body for many years as well. Cole was active in real estate development, and
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served in many civic organizations including the Fredericksburg National Battlefields Memorial Park Association, the
Mary Washington Memorial Association, the State Board of the Jamestown Exposition Commission, and the |ocal
building and loan association. Cole was one of the first investors in the Fredericksburg Development Company, the
firm that subdivided the lots along Washington Avenue. He owned several lots along the avenue and buiit at least two
speculative residences there between 1906 and 1908 (see 1309 and 1407 Washington Avenue).

House, 1409 Washington Avenue 1951
Massey, Lucille House
VDHR I.D. Number; 111-5262-0018

This 2.5-story Flemish-bond brick house is a very good example of the Colonial Revival style that continued to
dominate residential architecture through the mid-20™ century in America. The house features a steeply pitched slate
shingle roof with half-round dormers. The central entrance is emphasized by sidelights, a transom, and a pilastered
wooden dooer surround. '

The house was built for Miss Lucille Massey in 1851.

House, 1411 Washington Avenue 1909
Peden, William H. and Emily Wallace House
VDHR I.D. Number: 111-5262-0017

Sited in a prominent location facing the Mary Washington Monument across Washington Avenue, this elaborate
Queen Anne-style residence is the largest of the houses lining Washington Avenue. The house features a side gable
roof with projecting bays, a 3-story conical-roofed corner tower, and a sweeping 1-story porch that wraps around three
sides of the house. The design employs several Colonial Revival elements, including a Palladian-style window in the
front pediment, tonic porch columns, and paired columns and a pediment emphasizing the main entrance. The rear
pertion of the house reputedly incorporates the former kitchen wing of the first house that was built on the property
circa 1890.

William Peden, a local lumber dealer, erected this ornate Queen Anne dwelling in 1908. W. Seymour and Frances
White built the first house on the avenue in 1890 on this lot. W. Seymour White was a lawyer, newspaper editor, and a
mayor of Fredericksburg. Frances Seymour White initiated and led many civic projects, the most significant of which
was the formation of Fredericksburg's official Confederate Cemetery and the founding of Fredericksburg’'s Mary
Washington Hospital. In 1894, following the dedication ceremony for the newiy completed Mary Washington
Monument, the Whites entertained President Grover Cleveland at their house on the avenue. The Whites' house had
to be moved when Peden decided to construct the present house there in 1909. The earlier house was moved to an
empty lot at 1308 Winchester Street. Peden hired Frank Stearns, a prolific local builder, to erect his new residence.

House, 1500 Washington Avenue 1896
Mary Washington Monument Caretaker’s Lodge
VDHR I.D. Number: 111-5262-0014

Completed in 18396, the Mary Washington Monument Caretaker's Lodge is an eclectic Victorian-era building that
exhibits features of the Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, and Richardsonian Romanesque movements. The 1.5-story



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section __ 7 Page __ 16 Washington Avenue Historic District
Fredericksburg, Virginia

house is constructed on randomly coursed cut granite with red-tinted mortar joints and covered by a side facing
gambrel roof. A front gable section protruding off the front fagcade contains fishscale shingles and a Pailadian-style
window. The house is located amidst a landscaped garden adjacent to the Mary Washington Monument on the north,
A low brick wall surrounds the property.

The National Mary Washington Memorial Association built the caretaker’s house shortly after the completion of the
Mary Washington Monument in 1894, The association reputedly hired a Washington architect to design the house,
which was constructed by Fredericksburg builder George W. Wroten and local stonemason J.W. Musseiman. The
granite used in the walls came from a local quarry. The first caretaker to occupy the houses was Frances Goolrick who
lived there with her husband and local historian, Judge John T. Goalrick.

Monuments and Memorials

Mary Washington Monument 1894
Gordon Family Cemetery; Meditation Rock circa 1820-1859
West side Washington Avenue opposite Pitt Street

VDHR 1.D. Number: 111-5262-0015 and 111-0150

The grounds of the Mary Washington Monument contain three contributing standing resources: the monument itself (a
contributing object); the Gordon Family Cemetery (a contributing site); and Meditation Rock, a natural feature
associated with Mary Washington's life. The monument consists of a 20-foot tall granite obelisk set atop a 10-foot
base. Two sides of the base are engraved with lettering. The front contains raised relief letters reading “Mary/ The
Mother of/ Washington.” The reverse side is engraved with the lines “Erected/ By Her/ Country-Women.” The simple
monument is surrounded by an iron fence and boxwood bushes. Immediately adjacent to the monument stands the
Gordon Family cemetery that is enclosed by a brick wall. The cemetery contains approximately ten Gordon family
graves marked variously by an obelisk, upright headstones, and by engraved slab tombs. Meditation Rock occupies
the edge of the ridge that descends down on the northwest corner of the grounds. The rock formation is marked by a
dedication plague that reads “Here Mary Ball Washington prayed for the safety of her son and country during the dark
days of the revolution. Presented by the National Mary Washington Memorial Association, chartered February 22,
1890 - February 22, 1962." In addition, the site contains a tree dedicated to Mary Ball Washington's guardian, Colonel
George Eskridge. According to the associated plaque, the tree was moved to this site from Eskridge’s Westmoreland
County home “Sandy Point” in 1937 under the sponsorship of Mrs. Elise Towson Coele.

The Mary Washington Monument was completed in 1893 and dedicated the following year under the sponsorship of
the National Mary Washington Memorial Association and the Fredericksburg Mary Washington Memorial Association.
William J. Crawford of John Crawford and Son of Buffalo, New York, designed the monument.

Thomas Jefferson Religious Freedom Monument : Originally erected 1932
North end Washington Avenue, in median at Pitt Street Relocated 1977
VDHR L.D. Number: 111-5262-0016

Originally erected on George Street in downtown Fredericksburg, the Thomas Jefferson Religious Freedom Monument
was moved to its present site on Washington Avenue in 1977. The monument consists of a 10-foot tall square shaft
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set on a 2-tiered base. The shaft is constructed with rough-cut granite blocks. Several commemorative plagues adorn
the shaft.

The monument commemorates the January 13, 1777 meeting of a group of Virginians who were charged with revising
coionial laws. Held at Weedon's Tavern in Fredericksburg, and attended by Thomas Jefferson, George Mason,
George Wythe, Thomas Ludwell Lee, and Edmund Pendleton, the meeting resulted in the drafting of the Virginia
Statute for Religious Freedom. The statute established the principle that “no man shall suffer on account of his
religious opinions or beliefs.” The same language was later incorporated into the U.S. Constitution as the First
Amendment of the Bill of Rights. ’

General Hugh Mercer Monument 1906
Washington Avenue median, at Fauquier Street
VDHR I.D. Number: 111-5262-0029

Under the sponsorship of the U.S. War Department, the General Hugh Mercer Monument was erected on Washington
Avenue in 1906. The monument consists of a larger-than-life-size bronze statue of General Mercer set atop an
engraved, 15-foot tall base. The base is engraved with the following text: “Sacred to the memory of/ Hugh Mercer/
Brigadier-General/ in the Army of/ The United States./ He died on the 12" of January 1777/ of wounds he received/ on
the 3 of the same month,/ Near Princeton, in New Jersey,/ Bravely defending the/ Liberties of America./ The
Congress of the United States,/ In testimony of his virtues,/ and their gratitude/ Have caused this monument to be
erected.” The monument stands on land deeded to the U.S. Governmentin 1805. Noted Richmond, Virginia sculptor,
Edward V. Valentine, sculpted the statue of Mercer. Valentine also designed the Jefferson Davis Monument on
Richmond’s Monument Avenue.

The monument stands on a raised hillock and is surrounded by a paved circular walkway Attached half-circle walks
stand east and west of the monument. The whole composition is enclosed by a continuous low fence that is
composed of decorative cast iron posts linked by chains.

George Rogers Clark Memorial Dedicated April 1929
Washington Avenue median, at Lewis Street
VDHR I.D. Number: 111-5262-0031

This simple stone memorial emblazoned with a brass plaque honors George Rogers Clark (1752-1818), a surveyor,
explorer, and Revolutionary War general. The memorial plague was placed by the Paul Revere Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolution of Muncie, Indiana, in 1929. Clark is best known for his victories in the western
territories where he effectively expelled British colonial rule. He also founded the town of Louisville, Kentucky, and
succeeded in having Virginia declare the Kentucky frontier a county of the state, thus providing protection and legal
status to the frontier settiers. Clark and his Revolutionary War victories are now commemorated at the George Rogers
Clark National Historical Park in Vincennes, Indiana. The memorial on Washington Avenue, which consists of a rough-
cut stone set at ground level and emblazoned with an engraved brass plaque, sits at the center of a grassy circular
median/island that is located at the southern end of Washington Avenue.
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ENDNOTES

' Cornelt Street is labeled Marye Street on the 1912 Sanborn map, and in 1919 as Cornell (Marye) Street.

% The historical information included in the inventory list derives from Barbara Willis and John Pearce's Walking Tours
Through Historic Fredericksburg: "Washington Avenue” brochure, n.d. Additional information comes from the Historic
Fredericksburg Foundation's vertical files, and their Historic Marker Program Reports on individual properties that were
prepared by volunteer researchers. | have supplement and verified certain information by using the Fredericksburg city
directories for 1892, 1910-1911, 1921, and 1938; and by searching the indexes to the local newspapers prepared by Robert
Hodges. Finally, | also utilized the Embrey index to Wills and Deeds, 1727-1920 that is available online at
www.departments. mwe.edu/hipriwww/fredburg htm.

¥ Noel Harrison, “Fredericksburg’s Battlefield Granite,” Virginia Minerals (Vol. 32) pp. 27-30.

* Harrison, pp. 27-30.

® Willis and Pearce.

841307 Washington Avenue," Historic Fredericksburg Foundation, Inc. (HFFI) Historic Marker Program, Report prepared by
Margaret Lynn, July 1992; In the files of the HFFI.

" Willis and Pearce.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section_8 Page_ 19 Washington Avenue Historic District
Fredericksburg, Virginia

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Washington Avenue Historic District in Fredericksburg, Virginia derives historic significance from its status as the
town’s only historic, monumental avenue and as the site of an outstanding collection of high-style residences built for
Fredericksburg's elite at the turn of the 20" century. The district also contains the circa-1775 Kenmore house, a
singular example of Georgian architecture in Virginia and a National Historic Landmark. In addition, severai
monuments of artistic and commemorative significance grace the district. (Criterion C)

The landscape of the avenue reflects a distinctive combination of commercial and civic interests that shaped the
development of many southern towns and cities at the end of the 19" century. Its formal arrangement, prominently
placed memorials, and architecturally savvy residences reflect the aspirations of a town attempting to redefine itself in
the years that followed the devastation of the American Civil War. Washington Avenue also derives historical
importance from its association with several nationwide trends that shaped civic planning in the latter half of the 19"
century. These include the proliferation of commemorative organizations led by women; the trend toward improved
urban design and civic improvements that would crystallize in the “City Beautiful” movement at the turn of the 20"
century; and the creation of grand, monumental avenues in cities across the nation. The Washington Avenue Historic
District, thus, derives its significance both from its architectural character (Criterion C) and from its association with
local and national movements that shaped social and physical development of towns and cities throughout the South
following the Civil War. (Criterion A)

The site of the present Washington Avenue residential district also retains importance for its association with
significant events in the American Civil War, namely, the use of the original Mary Washington Monument as a
prominent landmark for both armies and the use of the Kenmore property as a Union military hospital during the Battle
of the Wiiderness in May 1864. (Criterion A)
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HISTORICAL BEACKGROUND

Introduction

Before 1890, the landscape of the Washington Avenue Historic District in Fredericksburg, Virginia, contained the
surviving structures of an 18"-century plantation house and an unfinished monument to Fredericksburg resident Mary
Ball Washington, the mother of the nation's first president, George Washington. Twenty-five years later, Washington
Avenue had become a neighborhood of elegant homes and a completed Mary Washington Monument had been joined
by a monument to Revolutionary War hero Hugh Mercer. By 1930, another monument that honored the Revolutionary
War hero George Rogers Clark, had been erected. All three monuments evoked a time when Fredericksburg thrived
as an integral part of the economic and political world of Virginia and the nation. The monuments were surrounded by
the homes of a local elite that self-consciously hoped to lead Fredericksburg into a new century of prosperity and
prominence. The Washington Avenue Historic District is an exemplar of Fredericksburg and the nation at the turn of
the century, a time when a proliferation of commemorative organizations led by women coalesced just as the nation
began to focus on urban design as a means to encourage civic engagement in what would become known as the “City
Beautiful” movement. As the twentieth century progressed, Washington Avenue continued to be the focus of
Fredericksburg's commemoration and community activism as local citizens in the 1920s rallied to preserve the district's
18" century plantation house. Efforts in the 1960s led to the preservation of the “Lodge,” the Mary Washington
Monument caretaker's house. In 1977, the most recent monument on Washington Avenue, the Thomas Jefferson
Religious Freedom Monument, was moved from its original location on Fredericksburg's George Street to the northern
end of the avenue.

History of Fredericksburg, Virginia and the Washington and Lewis Families, 1728-1797

In 1728, the Virginia House of Burgesses created Fredericksburg to serve as an inland port for trade between Great
Britain and its North American colonies. Laid out in city blocks on 50 acres of land located along the Rappahannock
River, the newly formed port town was designated as an official tobacco receiving and inspection station for the
Virginia Colony. In 1732, Fredericksburg became the county seat of Spotsylvania County. The tobacco inspection
station and county courts assured Fredericksburg's growth as one of the few established towns in Great Britain’s North
American colonies. Fredericksburg grew into a prominent port town, busy with the importation of manufactured goods
from Europe and the exportation of the harvests and raw materials of central Virginia. By the mid-18" century, the
town had grown significantly in population and structures. In 1758, the original town boundary was extended to include
area1s northwest and south of the first 50-acre tract. The expansion enabled Fredericksburg to more than triple its
size.

In 1742, Colonel John Lewis purchased 409 acres on land immediately adjacent and northwest of the town of
Fredericksburg. Ten years later, in 1752, his son, Colonel Fielding Lewis purchased an adjacent parceil. In 1754,
Fielding Lewis inherited his father's original 408-acre tract. Lewis moved from his native Gloucester County, Virginia,
to Fredericksburg in 1747, and after the death of his first wife in 1750, married Betty Washington, a local woman who
was the daughter of Mary and Augustine Washington. Lewis established himself as a major planter, merchant, and
tradesman in Fredericksburg and the surrounding Spotsylvania County. The Lewises built and operated a retail store,
a wharf, and several warehouses on the Rappahannock River. Circa 1775, they built a substantial manor house on
their property outside Fredericksburg. The house occupied a low ridge that overlooked the town of Fredericksburg to
the east and the rolling hills of Spotsylvania County’s rurat countryside to the west. The imposing brick building
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incorporated very elaborate interior decorative plaster finishes. In addition to the main residence, the Lewis plantation
complex incorporated several support buildings, including a laundry, a dairy, a meat house, several storehouses, slave
quarters, and barns.'

The Lewises' house stood within three (present-day) city blocks of the expanded town limit that was set in 1758.
Fielding Lewis died in 1781, after making substantial contributions to the cause of the American Revolution by funding
and overseeing the manufacturing of arms at the Fredericksburg Gunnery during the conflict. Betty Washington Lewis,
and six children survived him.'

Betty Washington Lewis was one of five children born to Mary Ball and Augustine Washington in 1708 at Epping
Forest in Lancaster County, Virginia. Her parents moved to Spotsylvania County in 1738 and lived at Ferry Farm
across the Rappahannock River from Fredericksburg. Mary Washington continued to live at Ferry Farm after
Augustine’s death in 1743. In her later years, she moved to Fredericksburg to be near her daughter, Betty Lewis.
When she died in 1789, she was buried, at her request, at a spot not far from her daughter’'s house. It was located on
a rocky outcropping on a ridge that overlooked the rural farmland of Spotsylvania County to the west. Local tradition
states that this was where Mary Washington came to relax, to pray, and to meditate. After her death, it became known
as “Meditation Rock,” and was the subject of several postcard views during the early 20" century.

Betty Washington Lewis and her family remained at the family residence until 1796, when financial difficulties forced
her to move to “Mill Brook™ in Spotsylvania County where she died in 1797.

Kenmore and the First Mary Washington Monument, 1800-1840

John Lewis, Betty Washington Lewis's stepson, inherited the plantation where she and her husband had lived. He
immediately sold it to James Maund. Maund held the property for only three years before selling it to Seth Barton in
1799. After Barton's death, his executors sold 200 acres of the original plantation, along with the mansion house, to
Samuel Gordon of Falmouth, Virginia. The Gordon family used the former Lewis estate as their main residence and
lived there for over forty years. They named the property “Kenmore” after their family seat, “Kenmuir” in Scotland, and
established a family burial plot next to Mary Washington’s grave. '

A movement to memorialize Mary Washington as the mother of George Washington began as early as 1826, when
Mary's step-great grandson, George Washington Parke Custis, wrote a short biography of Mary Washington that
appeared in the Washington National Gazefte. Other literary efforts boosted interest in memorializing Washington.
After visiting Mary Washington's gravesite, the poet Lydia Howard Huntiey wrote a poem that mourned the nation’s
neglect of the grave of such an important woman.’

During the 1820s, a proposal to move Mary Washington’s remains to her son George’s Mount Vernon estate, sparked
local protest and an alternative proposal was made to erect a memorial to Washington at her gravesite. George
Washington Bassett, a grandnephew of Martha Washington, led the local movement to erect the monument. Through
his efforts and those of other Fredericksburg citizens, between $2,000 and $3,000 was raised for the monument.
However, the money was somehow lost, and the plan stalled.’

In 1831, New Yorker Silas E. Burrows wrote to Fredericksburg's mayor volunteering to fund a Fredericksburg
monument to Mary Washington, stating that he felt “a great interest that the ashes of this good American mother
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should remain where they are.”" The town accepted the proposal and Burrows hired an unidentified architect and

sculptor to design and erect a marble monument. The design featured a miniature Greek temple set on a high
pedestal to be crowned by a tall obelisk with a bust of George Washington at the top.

The cornerstone for the new monument was laid on 7 May 1833. President Andrew Jackson, benefactor Silas
Burrows, and a large crowd of local citizens attended the ceremony. The base and temple portions of the monument
were erected in the following months, but despite this promising start, the monument was never compieted probably
because Burrows suffered financial difficulties and was unable to pay for the remaining construction.’

Fredericksburg Expands and Kenmore Retracts, 1851-1860

In 1851, the Fredericksburg city limits were again expanded to include substantial tracts of land lying north, south and
west of town. Kenmore and the entire remaining Lewis estate were thus incorporated into the town boundaries.
Inciusion within the town limits increased the value and desirability of the Kenmore land. In 1859, the Gordon family
sold the Kenmore farm to Franklin Staughter, a local real estate developer.’ Slaughter had the property surveyed and
subdivided into 53 variously sized lots. In the subdivision, the original Lewis House, by then commonly known as
Kenmore, was left with only four acres surrounding the brick mansion house on Lot no. 38.7 Slaughter sold the
Kenmore house and lotto H.C. Harrison in 1860. in 1862, Slaughter succeeded in selling additional lots on the former
Kenmore estate. Charles Miller purchased five lots south of Kenmore along Winchester Street between William Street
and Lewis Street.’ Michae! McDonnell bought lot number five; a five-acre parcel situated near Fredericksburg's
present day Sunken Road and Monument Avenue.*

Lots number 18 through 45 of the Slaughter subdivision faced onto a newly planned avenue, designated “Washington
Avenue.” The proposed new street was described on the subdivision plat as “An Avenue from Plank Road (now
William Street) to Monument 150 feet wide with four rows of trees.”® The monument referred to on the plat is the
unfinished monument to Mary Washington that is depicted in its completed form on the map. Presumably, the origins
of this avenue design lay in the 1833 plans for the first Mary Washington Monunment; however, no documentation has
been found to confirm this. The outbreak of Civil War interrupted the development of Washington Avenue, which
would, for the next 30 years, exist only as a plan on paper.

Years of Battle and Occupation, 1862-1865

During the Civil War, Fredericksburg's location midway between the northern and southern capitals placed it in the
midst of the conflict. Four separate battles were fought in and around the town. The Union and the Confederate
forces experienced an almost unimaginable loss of troops and the town itself suffered severe damaged. The area now
occupied by the residential district of Washington Avenue was, at the time of the war, composed of open land.
Kenmore was the sole residence located there. The only other nearby structures were the unfinished Mary
Washington Monument, the Gordon family cemetery nearby, and the City Cemetery plot that was located south of the
brick mansion house. Kenmore was especially vulnerable at this location. The Confederate Army occupied a fortified
ridge, named Marye's Heights for the Huguenot family that built Brompton, the impressive 18" century mansion that
stood on the northern edge of the ridge. Marye’s Heights overlooked Kenmore and the town beyond. When the Union
Army attacked Marye’'s Heights in December 1862, Kenmore and the Mary Washington Monument were caught
between the battling armies.® Both were damaged during the fighting, but both remained standing.
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Maps and the accounts of soldiers at the Battle of Fredericksburg indicate that the monument was a prominent
landmark for both armies. Historian Gary Norman recounts how one Union officer described the position of his
troops sent to secure the Kenmore area wrote that: “the 122nd Pennsyivania Volunteers deployed as skirmishers
upon the Fall Hill road, between the two canals, above the city, and upon the crest of the ridge upon which stands
Mrs. Washington’s monument, and two companies of the 124th New York Volunteers were advanced in front of
Kenmore mansion, supported by the 12th New Hampshire Volunteers.' Directly opposite the Federals, on the
heights (where Mary Washington College is located today) was Major General Richard H. Anderson’s division on
the Confederate First Corps.”’

Later records show that the low ridge where Washington Avenue now exists was the site of skirmishes between the
two opposing forces in May 1863 during the second battle of Fredericksburg.? Finally, one year later, during the Battle
of the Wilderness that was waged west of Fredericksburg, the Kenmore property served as a hospital for wounded
Union troops.®

Post War Years in Fredericksburg, 1866-1890

After the Civil War ended in 1865, Fredericksburg's building stock and economy were devastated. Recovery was slow
and dramatic social, political and economic changes combined to aiter both the character and development of the
town. Most significant was the emancipation of African-American slaves and their resulting exodus from the South
both during and immediately after the war. In addition, local financial resources, much of which was tied to the slave-
based agricultural economy of the surrounding area, were exhausted. in place of local capital, there was an influx of
northern investment capital. Together, these experiences significantly altered the social and political landscape of the
town.

Prior to the war, a modest manufacturing industry had sprung up in Fredericksburg. Always an attractive location for
milling due to the availability of water power, the number of industries increased after 1855 when the Rappahannock
Navigation Company erected a crib dam that provided a reserve of water for powering mills and manufacturers. The
former transportation canals leading around the falls of the Rappahannock were converted for use as a millrace that
powered a number of mills along its course. These included several flour and gristmills, lumber mills, a cotton
manufacturer, woolen mills, and a paper mill. The last of these, the Fredericksburg Paper Mill, began operating in
December 1860. Started by a group of local investors, the mill stood at the northern end of what would later become
Washington Avenue, near where the milirace and canal joined. By 1861 the mill was producing 2,000 pounds of paper
per day and employed 20 people.”® The mill failed as a result of the Civil War and was left vacant for several years.

In 1867, a native New Yorker and entrepreneur, Levi Beardsley, purchased the Kenmore house and its four-acre lot
{Lot no. 38), along with three adjacent parcels north of Kenmore (Lot no. 39). Beardsley and his family settled at
Kenmore and made significant repairs to the war-damaged dwelling. He also purchased and rebuilt the former
Fredericksburg Paper Mill property. He operated the mill for only three years before financial setbacks forced him to
abandon the business. A failed political career in Virginia, along with his diminished fortune, induced Beardsley and
his family to leave Fredericksburg around 1870. That year, the Kenmore property was auctioned off. The Beardsley
family's investment in the property had improved it to such an extent that it was advertised in a local newspaper as “the
most desirable and valuable residence in Fredericksburg.”"

In the first decade following the Civil War little new construction or residential expansion occurred in Fredericksburg. J.
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Warren Slaughter, who acquired William Slaughter's Kenmore land holdings in 1862 after the latter was declared
insane, experienced little success in selling and developing the lots of Slaughter’s subdivision. In 1875, Slaughter sold
Lots number 18 through 25, a total of nine acres of land located on the west side of the proposed Washington Avenue.
The purchaser was George W. Shepherd, Sr., a locally prominent businessman and civic leader. in 1888, Shepherd
also purchased Lot number 25 which contained the unfinished Mary Washington Monument and the Gordon family
cemetery that was still held by the Gordon family. Both purchases reflected the growing desirability of the lots that
faced the planned avenue. Located in close proximity to the center of town, situated on a ridge above the river bottom,
and associated with several of the town's famous former residents, the area was considered a prime location for future
development.

By the 1880s, opportunities for growth in Fredericksburg were expanding. The town's leaders and businessmen were
focused on rebuilding and improving the town through commercial, industrial, and residential development. New
residential development west of the central business district commenced in the tate 1880s. An 1888 editorial that
appeared in a local newspaper presented the Kenmore area as an example of the burgeoning growth taking place:

“This ground five years ago contained three dwellings... leaving a blank piece of ground about 50 yards
square, which was used as a ball field and play ground... To-day there are standing on this ground
forty-three neat, new dwellings, ali of which are occupied, or rented. Several other new houses are now
being erected. 2

The described construction occurred, for the most part, to the north and south of the Kenmore block on the east side of
Washington Avenue. The blocks located east of Kenmore were slowly building up with a variety of residences. Dueto
its proximity to the commercial center, this portion of the town developed into one of the premier residential districts.

Interest in the lots surrounding the Kenmore biock grew as residential deveiopment moved steadily westward toward
Washington Avenue. In 1890, William Seymour White and his partner Albert G. Botts purchased lots number 39 and
40 of the old Slaughter subdivision. That same year, White, along with several other investors, including Maurice B.
Rowe a locally prominent businessman, incorporated the Fredericksburg Development Company. The company
purchased large tracts of land in different quadrants of the town and in the surrounding county. The smallest of their
landholdings and the tract closest to the center of town was a group of parcels located along the proposed Washington
Avenue. The original two lots purchased from the Kenmore farm, Lots 39 and 40, were quickly subdivided into 28
residential lots. The development company bought an additional 80-foot strip of land south of these lots from William
Key Howard, then owner of the Kenmore mansion. This strip allowed for the opening of Fauquier Street between
Winchester Street and Washington Avenue.

While the investors of the Fredericksburg Development Company were planning a residential subdivision along
Washington Avenue, a renewed movement to complete the unfinished and damaged Mary Washington Monument
arose.

Monuments, Preservation, and Civic Improvements: Fredericksburg Women and Washington Avenue, 1866-
1894

Fredericksburg's extensive history of women-led movements focused on erecting memorials, making civic
improvements, and preserving the town's heritage began after the Civil War when a group of Fredericksburg women


































































